
ChronoScan is a third-party document 
scanning and data capture application 
available through Harvest Ventures. 
ChronoScan processes many different 
types of documents, such as purchase 
orders and invoices, then exports the 
information into a CSV file which can be 
imported into Macola software using 
Import tools by Harvest Ventures.

ChronoScan accurately captures 
information with configurable OCR 
zones and grids. OCR zones read a PDF 
document and convert it to text (e.g. PO 
number, date fields). Grids are used to 
define the different rows and columns on 
a form such as line items on a purchase 
order. 

This document scanning solution takes 
minutes to process hundreds of pages 
of data, whereas manually typing into 
Macola can take hours.

How it works 

The first step is to set up ‘templates’ for 
commonly processed documents which 
entails defining the OCR zones on the 
document such as order number and 
dates. Once established, ChronoScan’s 
algorithms can recognize and separate 
documents from different customers and 
suppliers applying the appropriate map. 

Business Benefits

With full automation, invoices and other 
documents can be processed 24/7 
without any manual intervention other 
than when a validation error occurs. 

Companies have claimed productivity 
increases upwards of 25% by automating 
their manual, paper-based processes.

•	 Save time
•	 Re-allocate staff
•	 Reduce time to pay

Efficient document scanning with 
automatic import into Macola 
software
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Features of ChronoScan

This application works in sequence 
with Harvest Ventures’ Business 
Automation Tools (BATs) - Macola 
Import and AP Mass Entry giving 
you a fully automated document 
management process. 

Some features include:

•	 Recognition of commonly 
received forms/purchase orders

•	 PDF to CSV and XML conversion

•	 Database lookup to validate and 
auto fill 

•	 Zonal OCR recognition and 
Nuance OCR Plug-in

•	 Barcode reading capabilities 

•	 PDF data extraction

•	 User defined mapping provides 
flexibility 

•	 Allows direct import from 
worksheet name

•	 Import mappings can be saved 
as templates

•	 Defaults can be set for fields as 
required
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Accounts Payable (AP) Mass Entry

After ChronoScan converts your 
documents to data (CSV), Harvest 
Ventures’ Accounts Payable (AP) Mass 
Entry Tool imports the data file into your 
Macola database. 

Once in Macola, you can use the AP Mass 
Entry Tool to clear multiple purchase 
order (PO) receivers on a single screen.
It’s a great tool for businesses that 
process a high volume of AP vouchers. 
This solution will shorten your time to 
pay significantly!

 Features:

•	 Import AP entries from Excel

•	 Export existing batches from Macola 
to Excel 

•	 Full view of all open purchase orders 
for a vendor

•	 Ability to prepare a batch over time

•	 Configurable options to meet your 
specific business requirements

Macola Import Utility

Once you have extracted data from your 
paper or PDF documents, you can use 
the Macola Import Utility by Harvest 
Ventures to import the data into Macola. 

This Business Automation Tool (BAT) is 
often used by companies who import 
large quantities of orders from external 
locations or deal with other high-volume 
data import/update scenarios. 

The Macola Import tool can create or  
update items, customers/vendors, sales 
orders and purchase orders.   

Features:

•	 Direct import from an Excel 
spreadsheet or tabular data source

•	 Dynamic, user defined mapping 
capabilities

•	 Configuration capability to embed 
dynamic logic based on data

•	 Completes address and ship-
to details just by mapping the 
Customer Field

Fully automate document scan to 
entry processes with easy to use 
tools
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AP Mass Entry is compatible with:

•	 Macola 10
•	 Macola ES

Macola Import Utility is compatible 
with:

•	 Macola 10
•	 Macola ES
•	 Progression

“ChronoScan has proven to be an 
effective tool at reducing the amount 
of data entry within our order entry 
process. We are beginning the process 
of implementing this tool on any 
process that requires a lot of data 
entry, whether it be purchase orders, 
invoices, quality documents etc. The 
accuracy is quite good, even when 
documents are printed first and then 
scanned, versus a direct output to PDF. 
The automated process that it provides 
simplifies the implementation, as users 
just put the document into a folder, and 
ChronoScan will automatically pickup 
and process. I would recommend this 
tool for any business that wants to 
eliminate any data entry.”

Mark Ornelas, Director of Information 
Technologies, Amhil North America


